
Step 1: Sub-grade* Preparation 
             
• Excavate to the desired size at a depth of 4 inches (11cm). A non-woven geo-textile membrane is 

recommended—laid on top of the sub-grade* as a separating layer—to avoid migration of your free 
draining fill and to suppress weed growth, respectively.

Step 2: Sub-base** preparation

• Pour and level a layer of 4 inches (11cm) of free draining (¼ - ⅜ inch (6.5mm-9.5mm)) gravel on the 
prepared sub-grade, on top of the non-woven geo-textile membrane. Use a level on a straight board 
for levelling quickly and more accurately. (see figure 1. Or IOWAT.com for a video demonstration.) 

    
Step 3: Laying Grid

• Install the first tile paver starting in the corner of sides “A” and “D” of the levelled sub-base**         
(see fig2). 

• Ensure that the edges with the connection lugs always face the direction of sides “B” and “C”. The X 
pattern on the grid must lay on the sub-base with the open cells facing up. (see fig 3) 

Step 3.1: Laying Grid

• Stand on the first tile installed in the corner. Take the next piece and align the slots with the lugs of 
the first tile. Push down with your foot to connect (see fig 4). Alway keep the lugs facing in the same 
orientation as the first tile (facing sides “B” and “C”). Continue connecting the grid pavers until entire 
area is covered.

Step 3.2: Cutting Grid(if required):

• Cut HandyGrid tiles with hacksaw, quick-cut saw, angle grinder, snips or any other tool that will cut 
plastic, easily. 

Step 4: Filling Options

Grid pavers can be filled with a wide range of materials, most commonly clear stone or seeded 
topsoil for a grassed finish.

Option 1 Clear Stone
• Fill the grid pavers with free draining (¼ - ⅜ inch (10-24mm)) clear stone.
• Fill in the tiles until you’ve reached to the top edge of the cells, for a flush level finish.(see fig. 5)

Option 2 Seeded Topsoil
• For grass seeding, lay a second non-woven geo-textile above the entire sub-base** to protect the 

topsoil from mixing with the clear stone.
• We recommend a mix of 60% sand and 40% top soil, filled just enough so that the top of the grid is 

5mm above the soil, then soak and seed.
Note: Avoid trafficking the area until the grass has grown. 
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*Glossary: 

*Sub-grade: Sub-grade is the 
native material underneath a 
constructed sub-base. It is 
undisturbed soil.

**Sub-base: Sub-base is the 
layer of aggregate material laid 
on/above the sub-grade.

(Fig. 5)


